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ÅHamster sized 
lagamorph

ÅHigh elevation talus 
slopes

ÅGather òhaystacksó 
during short summer

ÅRemain active 
through winter

Pika Ecology
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From: Hafner and 
Sullivan (2005)



Metapopulations



Threats
ÅClimate Change
ðPopulations shifted up in Sierra Nevadas
ð7 of 25 populations disappeared in Great Basin in last 

30 years
ðLow elevations are going first
ÅHeat sensitive
ÅHabitat changes
ÅReduced dispersal

ÅAnthropogenic effects
ðGrazing, roads, isolation

ÅFederal petition ðòCanary in coal mineó



Utah 
Distribution



Subspecies

Hall 1981 

ð9 subspecies


