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SIDEBAR:

REVISION OF AMERICAN PIKA SUBSPECIES

ÅFormerly: 36 subspecies

ÅNew revision: 5 subspecies, based on 
contemporary understanding of the subspecies 
concept and using a suite of modern techniques

ÅHafner, David J., and Andrew T. Smith.  2010. 
Revision of the Subspecies of the American 
Pika, Ochotona princeps (Lagomorpha: 
Ochotonidae).  Journal of Mammalogy 91: In 
Press [to appear in Issue 2:  April]



GEOGRAPHIC 

DISTRIBUTION OF 

THE NEW FIVE 

SUBSPECIES OF 

THE AMERICAN 

PIKA



ALLIGNMENT OF OLD AND NEW SUBSPECIES NAMES 

FOR THE AMERICAN PIKA

O. p. princeps

Northern Rocky 

Mountains

clamosa

cuppes

figginsi

goldmani

howelli

lemhi

lutescens

nevadensis

obscura

princeps

saturata

saxatilis (part)

ventorum

wasatchensis

O. p. fenisex

Cascades 

Range

brooksi

brunnescens

fenisex

fumosa

littoralis

septentrionalis

O. p. saxatilis

Southern Rocky 

Mountains

incana

lasalensis

nigrescens

saxatilis (part)

O. p. schisticeps

Sierra Nevada

albata

cinnamomea

fuscipes

jewetti

muiri

schisticeps

sheltoni

taylori

tutelata

O. p. uinta

Central Utah

barnesi

moorei

uinta

utahensis



FOCUS ON BODIE

CALIFORNIA HISTORIC STATE PARK

ÅThere shouldnôt be pikas there!

ÅDiscovered by Joye Harold Severaid, who 
studied Bodie pikas in the late 1940s

ÅAndrew Smith began investigations there 
in summer 1969

ÅJohn Nagy conducted field work at Bodie 
(for modeling purposes) in the mid-1990s

ÅLyle Nichols has censused Bodie pikas for 
much of the past decade



FOCUS ON BODIE

ÅBodie pikas occupy ore dumps from prior 
mining activity in the area

ÅOre dumps:

ïGenerally small, vary in size, and are 
configured at different distances and proximity 
across the Bodie landscape

ïMost ñone-storeyò high ïso that measuring 
patch perimeter gives a robust measurement 
of patch carrying capacity for the individually 
territorial pika



FOCUS ON BODIE
SIERRA CREST

ORE DUMPS





BODIE PIKAS OCCUPY THE PERIPHERY 

OF MOST ORE DUMPS

AND SOMETIMES OLD MINING ARTIFACTS


