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Pika Monitoring in the GYE: 
A Preliminary Look at

Grand Teton National Park
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·Conclusions

·Future



WHY MONITOR PIKA?

ÅLittle is known about pikas in the Grand Teton 
National Park

ÅApparent decline of pikas in other parts of their 
range

ÅPetition for listing under the ESA

ÅIndicator species for climate change



Benefits of Monitoring Pikas

·Easy to detect: haypiles and vocalizations

·They do not migrate 

·Large geographic range

·Specific habitat requirements

·Known vulnerability to heat stress

·Locally abundant, unlike like most mammal species



Objectives

·Develop a monitoring strategy

·Gather baseline data of pika presence

·Determine detectability

·Define pika habitat

·Characterize haypile composition

·Determine occupancy

¹ At different elevations

·Investigate historic information

·Determine the current distribution and possibly 
develop a habitat suitability model



Study Area






