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Alena Andrews, she/her
Serving with TSS Professional Learning Network Teacher Workshops and JH
Climate Action Collective

Alena Andrews graduated in March 2021 with a B.S. in Anthropology and
Geography and a minor in Environmental Studies from California Polytechnic
State University in San Luis Obispo. Her passion for environmental
stewardship during her undergraduate studies carried her through opportunities
in climate change social research, sustainability advocacy, and has currently
landed her in the big, beautiful world of organic farming. Through her senior
capstone project studying local agricultural adaptation to climate change, Alena
grew to understand the importance of education and connection in creating
empowered and resilient communities. She discovered the existence of the
Teton Science Schools while reading a Terry Tempest Williams book, which
sparked her initial curiosity in place-based education and localized learning.
Alena is excited to dive deeper into the educational world through the
AmeriCorps program, and is looking forward to supporting community
education in Jackson Hole. In her free time, Alena enjoys swimming, reading,
cooking, picking strawberries, and exploring the natural wonders around her.

Grant Gallaher, he/him
Serving with JH Conservation Alliance and Wyoming Wildlife Advocates

Grant grew up in Spokane, Washington, but he has been lucky to call many
places home over the years. Amidst the wheat fields of Walla Walla, he
received a B.A. in Biology and Environmental Studies from Whitman College,
with particular interests in ecology, biochemistry, and environmental justice.
Grant followed his passions north to investigate climate change in the tide
pools of Sitka, Alaska, and south to study tropical plants in the cloud forests of
Ecuador. This past year, Grant taught English as a foreign language at a
primary school on the small Spanish island of Menorca. As a kayak, climbing,
and rafting guide, his most recent pursuits have brought him back home to
share the Spokane River and other Inland Northwest waters with curious
visitors from all over the world. Grant is eager to get to know the places and
people of Jackson, join the TSS team, and explore the intersection of natural
sciences and community education. Grant finds scientific, artistic, and personal
inspiration in snails, cacti, cormorants, and backlit tree branches, among many
other wonders.

Brandon Tucker, he/him
Serving with JH Ski & Snowboard Club and Center for the Arts

My name is Brandon Tucker and I graduated from the University of Illinois at
Urbana Champaign with a degree in Journalism and Art & Design. I chose to
be an AmeriCorps member because I wanted to be further integrated into the
Jackson Hole community. In my free time, I play guitar, paint, fish, and camp.



Karly Gutermuth, she/her
Serving with JH Nordic and Teton Valley Community Recycling

I am originally from a very small town in Northern California called Weaverville.
I then headed south to Santa Barbara, California where I completed my
undergraduate degree in Biological Sciences from the University of California
in Santa Barbara. In college, I became very involved in the outdoor program
which sparked my love for taking individuals into the wilderness and being able
to show them how important our planet is, and the importance of taking care of
it. Growing up in California, I have seen the effects of climate change first hand.
Constant worry of drought and the lengthening of the fire season has made me
want to invest my future into protecting our planet. I have spent the last two
months leading backpacking, rafting, and hiking trips for teenagers in the
Yellowstone and Teton region. The combination of getting to show young
impressionable individuals the importance of protecting our planet and getting
to explore the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem made me want nothing more to
keep exploring these priceless ecosystems. As an AmeriCorps member for
TSS, I hope to continue inspiring people to take action protecting our precious
planet and to learn more about the ecosystems I am exploring.

Michaela Heffernan, she/her
Serving with Friends of the Bridger Teton and Teton Backcountry Alliance

Michaela grew up in Easton, Massachusetts and completed her undergraduate
education in Environmental Studies and Geology at Bates College in Lewiston,
Maine. She spent the past two years pursuing her passion for conservation and
natural resource protection as an Environmental Scientist at a small
engineering firm in the Boston area. There she was able to apply her love of
wetland and watershed science and ecology to a wide variety of projects.
Michaela’s fascination with watersheds and wetlands really began in college
where she studied sources of phosphorus and nutrient loading in the Lake
Auburn Watershed in Auburn, Maine as part of her undergraduate thesis. She
was drawn to the TSS Americorps program because place-based education
was what sparked her love for the natural world as a child and she aspires to
share that with others. In her spare time, you can find her skiing (uphill or
downhill), hiking, practicing yoga, or cooking.

Parker Heuer, she/her
Serving with Jackson Hole Children’s Museum

Parker (she/her) graduated from Skidmore College in Spring 2021 with a B.A.
in Environmental Studies. Parker has grown passionate about environmental
education throughout her time at Skidmore College, dedicating her year-long
research capstone to designing, implementing, and analyzing the results of an
environmental education curriculum for 5th graders at a local independent
school with her two research partners. Parker also spent this past summer as
the Environmental Education Intern at Pitney Meadows Community Farm in
Saratoga Springs, NY. Parker is really looking forward to focusing on
place-based education in a totally new environment as an AmeriCorps service
member. Parker is very extroverted and loves spending her free time hanging
out with friends, playing games, and swimming!



Eileen O’Connor, she/her
Serving with TSS Professional Learning Network Portfolio and Northern
Rockies Conservation Cooperative

Eileen is from Arlington, VA and is a graduate of the University of Vermont with
a bachelor's degree in Environmental Studies concentrating in conservation
and ecology. During college, Eileen taught environmental and science
education in both Vermont and Virginia, where she shared her passion for
exploring the natural world. Eileen previously served as a Peace Corps
Volunteer in Cambodia. Eileen is excited to serve as an AmeriCorps member
at TSS to learn more about place-based education and capacity building within
communities. In her free time, Eileen enjoys biking, reading, hiking and
camping with her friends and family.

Ellie Ryan, she/her
Serving with Mountainside Institute and Art Association of JH

Ellie grew up exploring the Central Oregon High Desert and the Cascade
mountains surrounding Bend, OR. She graduated from Oregon State
University in 2020 with a B.S. in Biology and since finishing school has worked
as a raft guide in Oregon and Idaho and as a Nordic ski instructor in Utah.
Through these experiences, Ellie has developed a passion for turning the
outdoors into an active and engaging learning environment for others. She is
excited to continue to do so as a TSS AmeriCorps member, especially as it
pertains to place-based education. In her free time, Ellie loves to hike,
mountain bike, ski, read and cook.

Ellie Whitmore, she/her
Serving with Teton Raptor Center

Ellie graduated in May 2021 from Sewanee: The University of the South, where
she received a B.S. in Geology with an emphasis on Watershed Science. She
was the 2021 recipient of the Allen Farmer Award for Outstanding Senior
Leadership in the Earth and Environmental Systems Department. While at
Sewanee, Ellie worked as a wildlife technician with the Office of Environmental
Stewardship and Sustainability, and conducted a study mapping a local cave
system. This past summer, she worked as a trip leader for Moondance
Adventures, an adventure travel company where she led and mentored groups
of twelve students on backpacking trips and other backcountry adventures in
the Wrangell Mountains of Alaska. Ellie chose to be an AmeriCorps member
with TSS because she loves to take a multifaceted approach when getting to
know a place, and she hopes to help share this enthusiasm with others. In her
free time, Ellie enjoys playing outside by way of backpacking, cycling, and
skiing.


