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Carrie Smith, she/her
Serving with Wyoming Untrapped

Carrie Smith grew up in Charlottesville, Virginia where she
spent most of her time exploring the Blue Ridge Mountains
with friends and family. Carrie’s love for the natural world led
her to focus on Conservation Biology as an undergraduate.
She graduated in May 2021 with a B.S. in Biology from the
University of Virginia. From there, her passion for
environmental stewardship grew through her experience
working with the Washington Nature Conservancy and
Yosemite National Park.  Carrie is excited to share her love of
stewardship through educating others in the Greater
Yellowstone Ecosystem. In her free time Carrie enjoys
climbing, skiing, camping and cooking.

Kayla Lynch, she/her
Serving with Jackson Hole Wildlife Foundation and Jackson Hole
Conservation Alliance

Kayla graduated from Susquehanna University in 2020 with a
dual degree in Environmental Studies and Creative Writing.
Her capstone project was on the scientific, legal, and social
effects of theoretical wolf reintroduction in Norway. She chose
this topic after five years of volunteering and interning at the
Wolf Conservation Center in South Salem, New York, as well
as studying abroad in Scandinavia. After two AmeriCorps
terms with the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference Trail
Crew, Kayla wanted to lean more into the education side that
she began to experience with volunteers, which, of course,
brought her to Teton Science School’s AmeriCorps Program.
Outside of work, she is an avid archer, writer, middling martial
artist, and amateur mythologist.



Leslie Nuckoles, she/her
Serving with Northern Rockies Conservation Cooperative

Leslie grew up in Southern Washington where her curiosity
and love for the outdoors was sparked at a young age. Leslie
graduated with a B.S. in Pre-Physical Therapy from Southern
Oregon University. At SOU, she first encountered the
challenge and joys of teaching where she taught climbing
clinics and led backcountry trips. Having spent the last several
years sharing her passion for the natural world as a river
guide, Leslie is excited for the opportunity to delve into
teaching and outdoor education in a more focused way. She is
looking forward to everything that this experience will bring and
getting to explore a brand new ecosystem! In her free time,
Leslie enjoys running, hiking, knitting sweaters and looking for
cool plants.

Stacy Polyakova, she/her
Serving with Friends of the Bridger Teton and American Avalanche
Association

Stacy grew up in Maryland as a first generation
Russian-American and obtained her Bachelor of Science in
Environmental Science and Policy from the University of
Maryland, focusing on policy and law. In addition to pursuing a
career in environmental protection, Stacy also has worked as a
rock climbing guide for over five years and can usually be
found in the hills of West Virginia sharing her passion with
others. She’s excited to begin a new adventure as a TSS
AmeriCorps member and is looking forward to joining the TSS
community and learning more about place-based education,
exploring capacity building, and growing within the community.
In her free time, Stacy enjoys baking, drawing, reading, and
getting after it in the mountains.

Jess Stehouwer, she/her
Serving with Coombs Outdoors and Teton Valley Community
Recycling

Jess Stehouwer graduated in the fall of 2021 from Calvin
University with a degree in Environmental Studies &
Philosophy. During her time at Calvin, Jess spent her spare
time sharing her passion for getting outside and inspiring
others to engage with the natural world. Jess led trips, taught
climbing classes, managed their rock wall, and found whatever
sun Michigan had to offer as much as possible. Jess chose to
be a member of AmeriCorps TSS to share her enthusiasm with
others and learn more about place-based education. In her
free time, Jess likes to go climbing, hiking, kayaking, and
communing with loved ones.



Hannah Robart, she/her
Serving with Wyoming Wildlife Advocates and Jackson Hole Climate
Action Collective

Hannah grew up in Johnstown, Pennsylvania and completed
her undergraduate studies in Environmental Science and
Spanish at Washington & Jefferson College in Washington,
Pennsylvania. Throughout college, she had many opportunities
to travel and learn about the impacts of human activity on the
environment. She traveled to Australia to scuba dive in the
Great Barrier Reef to witness coral bleaching firsthand.
Hannah studied abroad in Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands
where she spent time in the Amazon rainforest learning the
effects of oil drilling.This past year, she lived in Savannah,
Georgia and worked as a wildlife rehabilitator. She volunteered
as a Spanish and English assistant teacher in Washington and
in the Galapagos. She is so excited to grow as a member of
the TSS team while teaching, learning, and inspiring others in
the beautiful Tetons. In her spare time, Hannah loves to hike,
read, and spend as much time as she can outdoors.

Greta Staggs, she/her
Serving with Mountain Roots Education

Greta Staggs grew up in Grand Rapids, Michigan and
completed her undergraduate degree in December 2021 with a
B.A. in Sociology and a minor in Biology from Calvin
University. Greta grew passionate about connecting with
others through education by teaching a variety of outdoor
recreation classes at Calvin. Her experiences in leading others
outdoors whether through sea kayaking, backpacking, or rock
climbing taught her the value of teaching through action and
participation. This led her to working for a year at a local non
profit, an urban farm, which provides access to fresh produce
for the surrounding neighborhood. The experiences growing
and talking with other farmers taught her about the importance
and empowerment of knowing one’s environment. Greta is
excited to dive deeper into education through the AmeriCorps
program, and is looking forward to community engagement
with the local environment in Jackson. In her free time, you can
find Greta off exploring the natural world vertically through rock
climbing and cooking up some wicked pesto tortellini while
backpacking.



Lina Oppenheimer, she/her
Serving with Munger Mountain Elementary School and Teton Literacy
Center

Lina graduated in May 2021 from Bryn Mawr College with a
major in Environmental Studies and a minor in Spanish. She
found a passion for environmental education through
volunteering and working at various outdoor summer camps in
her hometown of Seattle. This past summer, she was fortunate
to serve as an AmeriCorps member at Olympic National Park,
where she helped to deliver and develop place-based
programs for visiting students and teachers. She is excited to
bring her enthusiasm for learning about new places, histories,
and people to the Jackson Hole region! In her free time, Lina
loves to hike, play games, write letters to friends and family,
and bake.

Giovanna Wallis, she/her
Serving with University of Idaho - Extension

Giovanna was born and raised in South Florida. She earned a
B. S. in Marine Science from Florida Gulf Coast University in
2019 and a Master’s degree in Environmental Policy &
Resource Management from Florida International University in
2021. Through her education, Giovanna has specifically
studied global environmental policies, anthropogenic drivers of
biodiversity loss, and the processes and impacts of climate
change. Giovanna loves spending time photographing wildlife
and going SCUBA diving. While Giovanna enjoys living in the
“Sunshine State”, she is very excited to come to Jackson to
explore science with students and to celebrate the outdoors.
Giovanna looks forward to joining the TSS team to educate
students on the ecological value of the Greater Yellowstone
Ecosystem and to provide youth with both knowledge and
skills to advocate for wild places!

Erin Gregory, she/her
Serving with Jackson Hole Community Radio and Wyoming Pathways

Erin is studying elementary education in her hometown at
Montana State University Billings. During the COVID-19
Pandemic, she began working as a substitute teacher to help
the Billings Community during a statewide teaching shortage.
In 2020 and 2021, Erin also began participating with the
Montana Audubon Center, as well as helping with Eagle
Mount, a local adaptive sports non-profit. Her experiences in
the Billings community pushed her to think about education in
a more communal and cohesive manner. Furthermore, Erin
grew up exploring the Greater Yellowstone Area, so joining the
Jackson community through Teton Science Schools will fulfill
her childhood desire to be a greater part of her backyard
wilderness community.



Sarah Banks Strand, she/her
Serving with the Art Association of Jackson Hole

Last May, Sarah completed her undergraduate degree in
Environmental Arts & Humanities and Religious Studies at
Sewanee: University of the South in Sewanee, TN. For her
senior thesis she researched the social, political, and
ecological implications of conferring legal rights to rivers. As an
intern for the All We Can Save Project, she helped create a
curriculum for the climate anthology associated with the
non-profit. With professional experience in outdoor leadership,
sailing, and farming, Sarah finds the most rewarding work to
be a simple combination of being outside, with others. Sarah
joined the TSS Americorps team because of her desire to help
folks of all ages cope with the climate crisis through a
connection to place and community. While Sarah has roots in
many places, she feels most at home afloat in Casco Bay,
Maine. In her spare time you might find Sarah trying her hand
as an amatuer chef, fumbling over trails, or plucking the
mandolin!


